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Fiction



The Remains of the Day

Bio: Qingyang is a PhD student at MIT Operations Research
Center Prior to MIT, he received his bachelor's degree in physics
and applied math at Stanford Qingyang first encountered this
novel (and Kazuo Ishiguro) as he was transitioning from the
abstract realm of theoretical physics to the healthcare domain,
where he hopes to bring life-saving therapies to patients in need
Qingyang enjoys reading literature and history (both Chinese and
Western) and is passionate about learning languages like french,
Japanese, and Latin.

When we dedicate our career to a profession, we (would like
to) believe that our efforts will serve a greater good for society
What if this “ greater good” is a mere illusion? The novel by the
Nobel-winning Kazuo Ishiguro traces the journey of Stevens, the
first-rate butler in pre-World War 11 Britain who believed that by
serving his master, Lord Darlington, he serves mankind. As his
journey unfolds, however, reality and recollections intertwine and,
piece-by-piece, weave the intricate past of Lord Darlington, who
sympathized with Nazi Germany during the 1930s and spilled
anti-Semitic venom towards his staff. Disillusioned, Stevens is
forced to confront the hard reality that his decades of selfless
service have not led to the greater good he so firmly believed in.
How will he find peace during the remains of the day? Searching
for the answer hopefully sheds light on finding meaning in your
work and relationships



1. Robol

Xiaotong graduated from FDFZ in 2015 and studied Mathematics
and MMSS at Northwestern University Currently, she is finishing
her Master of Business Analytics (MBAN) degree at MIT, and will
be joining LinkedIn as an Al Engineer She has been serving as a
volunteer at Fudan Fuzhong Overseas Foundation for 7 years.
Asimov is Xiaotong's favorite sci=fi author, and "1, Robot" is the
book that first introduced her to his universe

"1, Robot" is a collection of short stories by Isaac Asimov, the
only sci=fi writer who has a planetary feature, @ Mars crater, and
an asteroid named after him. While many authors write separate
and independent stories, Asimov is renowned for the
astonishingly vast yet consistent universe constructed throughout
his writings of different periods. Supporting this universe of
books is the rigorous logic grounded in natural and social
sciences, as well as his vivid imagination which ingeniously
predicts the future of mankind

Asimov proposes the famous “ Three Laws of Robotics” and
discusses the relationship of humans and robots had the latter
been able to feel and think The book is important in the history
of writings and movies on Al and robots. Each story is relatively
easy to read yet full of pleasant surprises 1 highly recommend
Asimov and this book as a start of the journey



The Fault in Qur Stars

Ling (also known as Ling Ma in her Fudan Fuzhong) is one of
the founders of the FDFZ Overseas Foundation and a board
member since its inception. Currently, Ling is @ managing director
at Cathay Capital Group, a private equity group that invests in
China Ling also worked at Morgan Stanley in New York and
Hong Kong, DTT Consulting in Hong Kong and Andersen
Consulting in New York. Ling is a graduate of Columbia Business
School (MBA 98 ) and SUNY Albany (BS 92 ). Ling resides in
Greenwich, CT with her husband and four children.

What is it like to be a To-year old? We all have fond memories of
those teenage years - memories of first love, memories of best
friends and memories of failures and triumphs But what is it like
to be To-year olds with terminal cancer? The Fault in Our Stars
explores the conflicts of young lives that are full of future and yet
with the certainty of pre-mature deaths How these terminally ill
teenagers face their challenges and overcome the obstacles, how
they still find humor, courage and above all, love, Is heartwarming
and heartbreaking at the same time The story gives a lot of
humanity and perspectives to all of us who can enjoy good
health with a long life to look forward ta How fragile life is, and
how can we not live it to the fullest every day! Enjoy a teenage
love story!



Animal Farm

Guo Youle, a member of the class 201 at FDFZ, studied political
science at Fudan University, and is currently studying political
theory at Boston College

You, with aspiration and anxiety for the future, feel discontent
and indignant with the fact “ All animals are equal, but some
animals are more equal than others” - but arent you in fact in the
advantaged position of being "more equal”?

This book Is an easy read, yet a trenchant one 1t reminds us of
the endeavors yet to be accomplished, which requires generations
of effort The power of youth lies in the unceasing desire to stand
up from mires, and the omnipresent hope, to improve upon the
plights.

Never worry about your speed of reading If in reading you find
anything puzzling, linger over it, ponder upon it, and try to
formulate that puzzle in your own language If you find anything
Interesting, read more closely, pay more attention to it, and try
harder to reveal its full implications 1f you find anything touching,
try not to relate that to your own thought and experience too
hastily Those classics, those great books, are worthy to be read
once and again, for talented student like you; always open them
as if they can always help you learn something new.



To kill a Mocking Bird
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This Is a book that not only encourages braveness, friendship,
freedom, but also stimulates thoughts when facing the dilemma
of weaknesses and strengths of humanity, love, and hate, death
and survival and so on. It is also a book that is on the list of
recommendations to all American high school students.
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Bad Blood
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Many of you may find the venture world mysterious and
attractive, but sometimes the startup stories are just too good to
be true While technological advancements may change the world,
the venture world can also be filled with secrets and lies Bad
Blood unveils the notorious Theranos saga and is @ wonderful
read for anyone thinking about a disruptive career in life science
or venture capital.



Born a Crime

Graduated from Shanghai Jiao Tong University. Currently working
as a business analyst at an FMCG company. 1 am passionate
about stand-up comedy and Trevor Noah is one of my favorite
performers. He knows how to make people laugh even when he's
telling the most heart-breaking stories which demonstrate clearer
than ever how the core of comedy is actually a tragedy As soon
as this book came out, 1 bought it and kept going back to it later
In my life for this book reminds me constantly to be positive, to
stay alert to my bias, and to check my privilege

How was a Eurafrican kid born under racial segregation become
the host of The Daily Show as well as a world-famous
comedian? You may find the answer in this book Being an
offspring of a Swiss father and a Xhosa mother, Trevor's birth
was considered a crime in South Africa that could send his
mother into prison for five years. Although life had been
extremely hard for the family, this mischievous yet witty young
man managed to escape the endless cycle of poverty, violence
and abuse through the unconventional education of his strong,
rebellious mother The stories told are by turns funny, sad and
thought-provoking Not only can this book inspire us to maintain
a sense of humor and a positive attitude towards life even at the
darkest times, it can also make us reflect on topics of race and
class



W hen Breath Becomes Anre

Yifan attended FDFZ from 2012 to 2015, during which period she
cultivated a strong academic interest in teaching and learning
She went on to study special education and child development at
Vanderbilt University and has recently received her master of
education in Mind, Brain, and Education at Harvard Graduate
School of Education. She is currently working as a special
educator in the state of Washington, teaching students with
disabilities. She is dedicated to improve the quality of education
for all students, especially including those on the margins

American neurosurgeon Dr Paul Kalanithi recorded his battle with
lung cancer in this profoundly touching autobiography One day
he was the 36-year-old rising star in one of the most challenging
fields of medicine, but the next he becomes the vulnerable patient
struggling to extend his days What is @ man to do with his life
when he knows that death is on the table? What is the worth of
your day when there is no more tomorrow? In this beautifully
written memoir, you will peek into the last days of a dying man’s
life and feel both the weight and the lightness of life itself The
book is suited for students reading at a high fluency level.
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W hen Panie Attacks

BERH IR, XAPMBENIEZIETEEIELE
BREXR. BE UA?EF%DJETLXK%, EITHFRER
o HEBOEBEZ AR KT & AEREE ﬁé, G
MNFPELBHNATECHNES, LtBCEEERME
52

Everyone has moments of panic, self-doubt, or simply feeling
down. Some of us deal with perfectionism, imposter syndrome,
and other obstacles every day Whether you are medically
diagnosed with depression or if you are just feeling a bit anxious
about things from time to time, 1think what you are feeling is
valid, and everyone can benefit from having some psychological
counseling knowledge to manage their emotions better This book
equips readers with some basic tools in this aspect.
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Authored by one of the most renowned venture capitalists Peter
Thiel, this book is a review of Thiel's personal experience and
understanding of the process of entrepreneurship Peter Thiel is a
co-founder of PayPal, Palantir and founders Fund, with early
Investment in numerous successful startups including facebook,
and is nicknamed “ the Don of the PayPal Mafia”. The book
presents his opinions on various interesting cases and his
understandings based on experience with entrepreneurs and
startups. Thus it includes many controversial opinions, but the
value of reading this book lies within the thinking process and
your own reflections on his controversial thoughts. Please note
that, due to the time that the book was written and the author’'s
personal background, some ideas presented in the book is limited
by chronological and geopolitical constraints, and you may also
find discovering such perspective limitations interesting QOverall, it
IS a great book for those interested in innovations and
entrepreneurship



A Brief History of Humankind

Minhua holds a bachelor’s degree from Harvard University,
Summa Cum Laude, in Physics and Mathematics. While at
Harvard, he was Co-President and Publisher of Harvard China
Review, Board member of Chinese Student Association, Captain
of the Leverett House Ping-Pong Team, Member of the Harvard
Sailing Team, Astronomy club, and Phi Beta Kappa. After his first
ten years as an option trader on Wall Street, he is now a
Managing Partner at Weld Capital Management LLC Minhua is
currently living with his beloved wife and two sons in New York

Sihao Chen is a doctoral student at the University of
Pennsylvania, studying computational linguistics and machine
learning His research focuses on bridging the gap between the
cognitive/reasoning capabilities of humans and machines
through written language Sihao likes to survey different schools
of thoughts in Sociology, Psychology, Linguistics, and Cognitive
Science through scholarly discussions and reading

A most refreshing retelling of a very old story - Harari's
masterful survey of the entirety of human history is both
breathtaking and intriguing Above all, it offers unique
perspectives unburdened by any individual's life experiences or
lifetime. (Bonus: 21 Lessons for the 2Ist Century, by the same
author) A comprehensive yet entertaining overview of the history
of humankind, through the lens of different fields of studies. It
offers unique (and controversial) insights on “why” and “ how”
human development happens.
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My Book Review on Animal Farm - 2022 [R=

Animal Farm, one of George Orwell's most influential works, basically posed a general pattern
of doomed uprisings in modern history. Through the fable full of implications, Orwell once again

gave a sharp satire on political reality.

What’s especially unique about this fiction lies in its simplicity. Instead of dealing with complex
topics like individual consciousness or the liberty of love, it concentrates on portraying the way
a totalitarian regime is established. You can see how the regime corrupted from inside and
how the ruling class reinforced the power through incitement to hatred and personality cult.
“All animals are equal” was inevitably followed by “but some animals are more equal than
others” and in the end, the animals, whose ignorance were taken advantage of, achieved

neither freedom nor equality.

Another point worth mentioning is that, unlike other works by Orwell, Animal Farm is fairly less
delicate with its words. The typical gloomy atmosphere and precise language are not very
prominent in Animal Farm. But the plain language indeed managed to add a sense of absurdity
to the whole story, shaping a distinct artistic feature.

Besides the central idea and overall style, some other elements are also intensively discussed.
One is the natural care and love among the animals. There are few more distressing but
touching sights than that of Clover laying in Boxer’s stall and Old Benjamin keeping flies off
the over—exhausted stallion. All the misery and suffering didn’t wear away the tenderness for
each other and it was the selfless caring that reflected the sparkling part of humanity.

Another element, the perpetual pursuit for freedom, never fails to touch me. The animals were
always willing to take pains and endure whatever might come, all but for the seemingly abstract
ideal of freedom of all. They might get unconfident in themselves at times, but they never
came to lose faith in this initial and ultimate goal of freedom. Is this plain ignorance or
blindness? Rather, we call this durable motivation what distinguishes human beings. This
actually reminded me of Vonnegut’s fiction Slaughterhouse No.5, in which the Tralfamadorian
told Pilgrim in complete bewilderment,“I’ve visited thirty—one inhabited planets in the universe,
and | have studied reports on one hundred more. Only on Earth is there any talk of free will.”
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Last but not least, I'd like to express my view of George Orwell, not only as a terrific novelist,
but also a respectable figure of all time. For him, it's just impossible to separate the politics
from the art. This is not necessarily less or more noble than trying to reduce the influence of
political opinions in works of art. What really matters is whether you can feel the genuine love
and concern and relate to his profound feelings in every view he tried to convey. Orwell, the
wintry conscience of his generation, felt it his duty to cover the enduring topic of how politics,
in a broad sense, may affect everyone from every aspect and that’s exactly why he deserves

the admiration of generations after.
In a nutshell, Animal Farm is a thought—provoking satire that is surprisingly easy to read. By

trying to look into the plot and characterization, | felt like falling for the literary giant all over

again.
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Founded in 2006 by five FDFZ alumni, Fudan Fuzhong Overseas Foundation (FFOF) is a
non—profit organization based in New York. Dedicated to supporting high school education in
China and fostering overseas alumni network, FFOF has been known for its various projects
benefitting FDFZ students on and beyond campus. Among them are “Give a Hand”
need-based scholarship, Social Contribution Award and Performing Arts Award given annually
to support students financially in their course of study. FFOF has initiated the Summer Reading

List project to enlarge the students’ exposure to inspiring books written in English.

FFOF continues to connect FDFZers after their graduation. Featuring a wide range of social
events including the annual spring luncheon and summer picnic hosted in New York, FFOF aims
at strengthening the alumni community and providing support for the alumni in their life and

career development.

We strive to continue the mission of giving back to our alma mater since we are all FDFZers.

FFOF welcomes all alumni to join the cause.

To learn more about us, please see our website or follow us on social networks.
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Website: www.fdfzalumni.org
Email: info@fdfzalumni.org
Weibo: EBMiFBHEES

Wechat: fdfzoverseasfnd



